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“For where your treasure is, there also will your
heart be.” ~Matthew

What Is Tithing?

Old Testament

“Tithing is the practice, established by God in the Old
Testament, of returning 10% of your blessings to God.
Originally the tithe was given to the temple or the
Church in the form of produce or livestock, since this
really was the only income that the people had. As our
society shifted from a barter-based system of trade to a
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monetary exchange system, the tithe began to be
paid in currency. Whether one gave monetary in-
come or profit from the fields was really not as
important as it was for the believer to understand
that the tithe was what was owed to God. The
tithe was not given based on the needs of the
priests, of the Church or of the poor. It was given
simply in recognition and gratitude for the bless-
ings that God had bestowed on the individual.
Thus, every believer had a need to tithe to

God.” (archstl.org)

New Testament

“While tithing is not specifically mentioned in the
Nest Testament but Jesus actually called his fol-
lowers to a standard of giving that went far be-
yond the tithe. He called us to give up everything
and follow Him. The early Christians were able to
do this. However, as the Church expanded
throughout the world its followers needed to be
reminded that generous giving is a hallmark of
the Judeo-Christian tradition. The Church Council
of Macon in 585 A.D. ordered payment of tithes.
In the 8th century, Charlemagne made tithing to
the Church a civil law. The Council of Trent
(1545-1563) also reiterated the call to
tithe.” (archstl.org)

“The tithes of the herd and the flock shall be
determined by ceding to the Lord as sacred every
tenth animal as they are counted by the herds-
man’s rod.” - Leviticus 27:32
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Is tithing still necessary today?

Is tithing still necessary today?

“Tithing is absolutely still necessary in the
Catholic Church today. When God introduced
the concept of the tithe in the Old Testament
He told the Israelites this contribution was
necessary from them to support the work of the
Levites and the poor in the community. Today
our Church still needs our support to pay the
expenses and financial obligations it incurs as
it operates in a commercial society. Salaries,
benefits, insurance, maintenance, utilities and
service fees are all expenses that never even
existed when Our Lord first decreed that each
of us was to give back a percentage of what we
have. Additionally, we are still called to care
for the poor among us.” (archstl.org)

“Each year you shall tithe all the produce
that grows in the field you have sown...so
that the Levite who has no share in the
heritage with you and also the alien, the
orphan and the widow who belong to your
community, may come and eat their fill so
that the Lord your God may bless you in all
that you undertake.”

Deuteronomy 14:22, 29

As a student am | exempt from tithing?

“Our Lord exempted no one from giving. In the story
of the “Widow’s Mite” it is important to note that He
did not reach into the Offering box and give the widow
back her two small coins. When He multiplied the
Loaves and Fishes He asked for all the food that
anyone had. Even the Levites or priests of the Old
Testament were not exempt from the tithe. Today,
although many parishioners are unaware of it, many
religious give back a percentage of their own small
salaries to the parishes in which they

serve.” (archstl.org)

"Give the Levites these instructions: When you
receive from the Israelites the tithe I have assigned
you from them as your heritage, you are to make a

contribution from them to the Lord, a_tithe of the
tithes...” - Numbers 18:26

While tithing is traditionally thought of in terms of
monetary income we have many other forms of
blessings as well. God made the world and all that is in
it, therefore everything we have ultimately comes from
God. Our lives, our families, our health, our education,
our unique talents and skills, our job and our income
are all blessings from God. Our generosity can also
come in the forms of volunteering our time and skills.

“Tell the rich in the present age not to be proud and
not to rely on so uncertain a thing as wealth but
rather on God, who richly provides us with all things
for our enjoyment. Tell them to do good, to be rich in
good works, to be generous, ready to share, thus
accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the
future, so as to win the life that is true life.” - 1
Timothy 6:17-19



Ways to Tithe your time and talents might
include...

Tutoring kids

Volunteering at a shelter/food bank
Helping at Mass

Volunteer to be an RCIA sponsor

Spend some time at a senior citizen
home

Share your photographer skills by tak-
ing photos for your parish or a local
charity

Going on a service trip

What if | don’t have time to give?

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with first fruits
of all your produce; then will your barns be filled
with grain, with new wine your vats will overflow.”
- Proverbs 3:9-10

The short answer is you don’t have time because you
don’t make time. After all, God should come before
homework shouldn’t He? By placing God first —
above all other financial obligations — we show how
much we love and trust Him.

Even if giving a full tithe (5% to the Church & 5%
to other charities) is not immediately possible for
you, it is important to work towards this goal. You
can begin by committing to giving a gift that is
planned, proportionate and sacrificial. Most
Catholics do not even know how much they give
back. When they take the time to calculate that
amount they are often surprised and discomforted.
We often think we are very generous yet despite the
strong urging throughout sacred scripture to give
back 10%, the average Catholic today gives less than
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How do I get started?

Set a goal (Aim to volunteer 3 hours a week
or donate 10% of your income (5% to the
Church and 5% to other charities)

Start small (Start by committing a few hours
a month to volunteering and gradually in-
crease the time. Calculate the percentage you
give now and aim to increase that amount by
1/,% each year)

Take inventory of your talents (What are
you good at? What gifts has God blessed you
with and how are you sharing them?)

Sign up for an ongoing program (! found
that it is much easier to commit to an ongoing
commitment like tutoring every Monday
nights at 7pm than it is to just volunteer every
now an then randomly)

Talk to a campus minister! (If you are un-
sure of how your time and talents could best
be shared, campus minister might be able to
help give guidance and direction)

Linda Domeyer
(domeyer@washucsc.org)
To learn about ways to give financially

Cynthia Enghauser
(enghauser@washucsc.org)

To get involved in community outreach
and service

Mark Zaegel (Zaegel@washucsc.org)
To learn about ways to volunteer with
Mass and Liturgy

Where Can | Learn More About Tithes?
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« Diagnostic and Repair Service

« MO State Inspections

« Full and Self Serve Gas

« Groceries, Soda, Ice and Snacks

Perscnal Training at several
locations to best serve the

Washington U community

WU Aihletic Complex, WU So40
Fitness Center, in-Home, On-Field,
or SWEAT in Clavton
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REAL ESTATE
314-725-5100 (office)
314-614-9957 (cell)

Complimentary 1st time
Haircut with Maria
(Mention this ad)

Call 314-725-1717 or
visit our website for
online booking

i)

http:/iwww.strands-hair.com

730 DeMun Ave. * Clayton, Mo 63105
strandshairsalon@gmail.com
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ACT JUSTLY..
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SERVE GENEROUSLY'
WALK HUMBLY WITH GODb.

Sr. Denise LaRock - denise.larock@doc.org
www.Daughters-of-Charity.org
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CORDIA
PLUMBING, INC.

Licensed - Insured - Bonded

Steve Cordia
STL Co Lic #5276

314-781-6241

Support Your
Parish

Place A Business Or Personal Ad
In The Parish Newsletter.

Liturgical Publications

Tim Mathews
1-800-950-9952

Ext. 2604
Email: tmathews @41 _Pi.com

)
®
d F
Lituggital Publications Inc N :4{"
foa punicaions 0N
T

-

9
www.SeekAndFind.com

BOAT

open all year * LUNCH
DINNER * SUNDAY BRUNCH
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FOREST PARK

Every Thursday
January 3—-April 25
Spm—-9pm

BOATHOUSEFORESTPARK.COM
(314) 367-2224
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ALTON CAPRPITAL

MANAGEMENT, INC.
GREGORY H. BRAY, CFP!
PRESIDENT/PRINC IPAL
314-741-5540 | WWW.ALTONCAPITAL.COM

FINANCIAL PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Bartolino’s Family Restaurants
Make our family traditions part of yours.

s
_ /9 Pancake l .
W 5&"{@ 106 S
SOUTH OSTERIA

& Dining
5980 Southwest Ave

5914 S. Lindbergh Hampton at Wilson

314.487.4545 314.644.2266

314.645.2088
bartolinosrestaurants.com
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Wolken Dental

Celebrating 70 years of
quality family care
8888 Ladue Road

Super Convenient
I-170 @ Ladue Road * Abundant Free Parking

Dr. Steven F Wolken « Dr. Christopher Wolken
Dr. Andrew Wolken
By Appointment - 727-6676

www.wolkendental.com

St.Roch
School

strochparish.com

314-721-2595

CALL FOR TOURS

B%LUMBING
COMPANY

Residential e Commercial

487-4564

Since 1960 Lic. # p5278

Banking Center
6630 Delmar

314.746.3513

7225 Manchester
Maplewood, MO 63143
314-276-2351 cell
314-644-7746 office/fax
joanne@ryboproperties.com
www.ryboproperties.com

— Individual Child
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:_-—:@ , Family & Group Therapy
= ayc‘o[;ywa/ Social Skills Group
é.%ssvw'a fes Chemical Dependency
Evaluation & Treatment

Psychological & Psychoeducational Assessments
Director - Mary Fitzgibbons, Ph.D.

314-275-8599 www.wcpastl.com
12125 Woodcrest Executive Drive

The Marianists

PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

¥ Brothers ¥ Priests
¥ Sisters /I.oity

www.marianist.com/vocations

FOR AD INFO CALL Tim Mathews 1-800-950-9952 ¢ www.4LPi.com
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The Fastest Delivery
Pizza ¢ Pasta
Sandwiches ¢ Salads
Open il 2 am - 7 Days a Week

Clayton & Big Bend
644-2000

SOLVE YOUR HEALTHCARE CRISIS
Get Your Free Quote Today!

1-800-348-5915
iCan offers programs that
guarantee you will not be turned down
for any health-related reason.

N Just for calling you get a no cost, no obligation
Humana Prescription Savings Card!
Trusted, Licensed Agents
are ready for your call.
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Ages 3 years to 8th grade

6345 Wydown Blvd.
Clayton, MO 63105
stmichaelschool.org

314-721-4422
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